
{over for serm
on notes}

W
elco

m
e to

 N
ew

 L
ife !

W
e are very pleased you are here.  W

e sincerely hope you w
ill

be especially aw
are of G

od's presence as w
e w

orship.  If this is

your first tim
e to w

orship w
ith us, here is w

hat you can expect:

W
o
rsh

ip
 in

 S
in

gin
g &

 G
ivin

g

• W
e leave how

 to w
orship up to you as an individual.

   D
uring sin

g
in

g
 w

orship, you are free to connect w
ith

   G
od in w

hatever biblical w
ay that expresses your

   heart's adoration. S
om

e m
ay rem

ain seated,

   others stand, kneel, clap or lift their hands.

• If you w
ould like to receive personal p

rayer during

    w
orship w

ith singing, you m
ay go to one of the

   P
rayer Team

s located at the back of the sanctuary.

• Invitation is given for tith
es an

d
 o

fferin
g

s. If you are

   our guest, please do not feel obligated to contribute

   w
hen G

od's tithes and offerings are received.

W
o
rsh

ip
 in

 S
h

arin
g G

o
d

’s L
o
ve

E
xpressions of greeting and G

od's love are

extended to all, especially to our guests.

W
o
rsh

ip
 in

 M
ed

itatin
g

o
n

 G
o

d
's W

o
rd

Teaching from
 the B

ible for about 35 m
inutes.

W
e encourage you to use our staffed

 N
u

rsery [w
hich has a private

nursing room
] and C

h
ild

ren
's C

h
u

rch
es during the service.

P
lease ask an usher for assistance in locating the various room

s.
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e
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ru

a
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                                                                P
a

s
to

r R
o

g
e

r

R
e

a
lity

 o
f th

e
 P

ro
d

ig
a

l
T

h
ere com

es a
 d

a
y w

h
en

 w
e a

ll m
u
st com

e to ou
r sen

ses ...

L
u

k
e
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5
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F
O

C
U

S
 F

O
R

 T
H

E
 D

A
Y

…
 “T

h
e

 p
ro

d
ig

a
l fa

c
e

s
 a

 re
a

lity
 c

h
e

c
k
”

C
o

u
ld

 y
o

u
 u

s
e

 a
 re

a
lity

 c
h

e
c
k
?

  W
h

e
n

 w
e

 a
re

 fo
rc

e
d

 to
 fa

c
e

 re
a

lity
 —

 w
e

a
re

 fo
rc

e
d

 to
 m

a
k
e

 c
h

o
ic

e
s
.
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3
 A

 few
 d

ay
s later th

is y
o
u
n
g
er so

n
 p

ack
ed

 all h
is b

elo
n
g
in

g
s

an
d

 m
o

v
ed

 to
 a d

istan
t lan

d
, an

d
 th

ere h
e
 w

a
ste

d
 all h

is m
o

n
ey

 in
 w

ild
 liv

in
g

.

1
4

 A
b

o
u

t th
e tim

e h
is m

o
n

ey
 ran

 o
u

t, a
 g

re
a

t fa
m

in
e
 sw

ep
t o

v
er th

e lan
d

,

a
n

d
 h

e
 b

e
g

a
n

 to
 sta

r
v

e
. 1

5
 H

e p
ersu

ad
ed

 a lo
cal farm

er to
 h

ire h
im

, an
d

 th
e

m
an

 sen
t h

im
 in

to
 h

is field
s to

 feed
 th

e p
ig

s. 1
6

 T
h

e y
o

u
n

g
 m

an
 b

e
c
a

m
e
 so

h
u

n
g

r
y

 th
at ev

en
 th

e p
o

d
s h

e w
as feed

in
g

 th
e p

ig
s lo

o
k

ed
 g

o
o

d
 to

 h
im

. B
u

t

n
o

 o
n

e g
av

e h
im

 an
y

th
in

g
.

1
.

W
h

a
t is

 R
E

A
L

IT
Y

 …
 re

a
lly

?

• R
e

a
lity

 is
 w

h
e

n
 w

e
 s

e
e

 th
in

g
s
 a

n
d

 o
u

rs
e

lv
e

s
 a

s
 th

e
y
 re

a
lly

 a
re

 -- n
o

t

a
s
 w

e
 p

e
rc

e
iv

e
 th

e
m

 to
 b

e
 -- g

o
o

d
 o

r b
a

d
.

“
R

e
a

lity
 is

 w
h

a
t h

a
p

p
e

n
s

 w
h

e
n

 th
in

g
s

 g
o

 w
ro

n
g

.”

• W
e

 d
o

n
’t fin

d
 re

a
lity

 u
n

til w
e

 a
re

 fo
rc

e
d

 to
 “h

it th
e

 w
a

ll”, a
n

d
 w

e
 a

re

ja
rre

d
 to

 o
u

r s
e

n
s
e

s
. T

h
a

t is
 a

 re
a

lity
 c

h
e

c
k
.

• “
If y

o
u

 p
la

n
t s

tu
p

id
 –

 y
o

u
 w

ill re
a

p
 d

e
s
p

e
ra

tio
n

!” - D
a

v
e

 R
a

m
s
e

y

2
.

R
e

a
lity

 B
rin

g
s

 A
b

o
u

t E
x

a
m

in
a

tio
n

.

• W
h

a
t h

a
s
 h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 a

ro
u

n
d

 u
s
 d

riv
e

s
 u

s
 to

 re
a

liz
e

 a
n

d
 e

x
a

m
in

e

w
h

a
t h

a
s
 h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 in

 u
s
.

• T
h

e
 p

ro
d

ig
a

l le
a

rn
e

d
 —

 L
ife

 w
ith

o
u

t th
e

 F
a

th
e

r is
 n

o
 life

 a
t a

ll.
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W
h

e
n

 h
e
 fin

a
lly

 c
a

m
e
 to

 h
is se

n
se

s, [T
h

is m
ean

s w
h

en
 h

e saw

h
im

self as h
e really

 w
as] h

e said
 to

 h
im

self, ‘A
t h

o
m

e ev
en

 th
e h

ired
 serv

an
ts

h
av

e fo
o

d
 en

o
u

g
h

 to
 sp

are, an
d

 h
ere I am

 d
y

in
g

 o
f h

u
n

g
er!’”

• C
o

m
in

g
 to

 o
u

r s
e

n
s

e
s

 im
p

lie
s

 th
a

t ... w
e

 s
e

e
 o

u
rs

e
lv

e
s
 fo

r w
h

a
t

w
e

 a
re

 –
 w

h
a

t w
e

 c
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e

 b
e

e
n

 –
 a

n
d

 w
h

a
t w

e
 m

a
y
 b

e
c
o

m
e

 if w
e

d
o

n
’t c

h
a

n
g

e
.  It’s

 c
a

lle
d

 re
a

lity
.
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r p
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o
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d
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e
e

k
 o

f F
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b
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a
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Q
U

IC
K

 R
E

V
IE

W
: W

h
ich

 p
o

in
t o

r scrip
tu

re p
assag

e m
o

st ch
allen

g
ed

, co
n

fu
sed

,

o
r cau

g
h

t y
o

u
r atten

tio
n

 in
 th

is w
eek

’s m
essag

e?  W
h

y
?

T
O

D
A

Y
’S

 F
O

C
U

S

1
.

W
ere y

o
u

 ev
er at a p

o
in

t in
 y

o
u

r life w
h

ere y
o

u
 k

n
ew

 th
e d

ecisio
n

s y
o

u
 w

ere

m
ak

in
g

 w
ere w

ro
n

g
 o

r fo
o

lish
, b

u
t y

o
u

 ratio
n

alized
 th

em
 to

 y
o

u
rself? W

h
at

k
in

d
 o

f reality
 ch

eck
 d

id
 y

o
u

 h
av

e th
at cau

sed
 y

o
u

 to
 ch

an
g

e?

W
h

y
 d

o
 w

e so
m

etim
es ig

n
o

re th
e w

arn
in

g
s w

e receiv
e an

d
 w

alk
 h

ead
lo

n
g

in
to

 sin
?

2
.

A
s y

o
u

 rev
iew

 th
e sto

ry
 o

f th
e p

ro
d

ig
al in

 L
u

k
e 1

5
:1

1
-1

9
, w

h
at p

art d
o

es

p
rid

e, h
u

m
ility, g

race an
d

 th
e b

reak
in

g
 p

ro
cess p

lay
 in

 th
is sto

ry
? Id

en
tify

w
h

ere each
 o

f th
ese tak

es p
lace.  C

an
 y

o
u

 relate to
 an

y
 o

f th
ese areas in

 y
o

u
r

life?

G
E

T
T

IN
G

 T
H

E
 P

O
IN

T

1
.

R
ead

 G
alatian

s 6
:7

-8
. In

 w
h

at w
ay

s can
 y

o
u

 so
w

 to
 p

lease th
e H

o
ly

 S
p

irit

in
stead

 o
f y

o
u

r o
w

n
 sin

fu
l, selfish

 n
atu

re?  H
o

w
 can

 th
is h

elp
 k

eep
 y

o
u

 fro
m

b
eco

m
in

g
 a p

ro
d

ig
al ... o

r in
 h

elp
in

g
 so

m
eo

n
e w

h
o

 is a p
ro

d
ig

al?

2
.

R
ead

 G
alatian

s 6
:1

-5
.  T

h
in

k
in

g
 ab

o
u

t y
o

u
r attem

p
ts to

 h
av

e a p
o

sitiv
e effect

o
n

 th
e p

ro
d

ig
als in

 y
o

u
r life, w

h
y

 d
o

 y
o

u
 th

in
k

 P
au

l g
iv

es th
is w

arn
in

g
 to

 th
e

o
n

e w
h

o
 is resto

rin
g

 th
e w

ay
w

ard
 b

ro
th

er o
r sister?

3
.

F
ro

m
 th

e p
arab

le o
f th

e p
ro

d
ig

al so
n

, w
h

y
 d

o
 y

o
u

 su
p

p
o

se it w
as n

o
t u

n
til th

e

so
n

 w
as at th

e lo
w

 p
o

in
t –

 eatin
g

 w
ith

 th
e p

ig
s –

 th
at h

e “cam
e to

 h
is sen

ses?”
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k
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5
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A
 L

O
O

K
 IN

S
ID

E

1
.

In
 w

h
at w

ay
s w

ere y
o
u
 p

erso
n
ally

 ch
allen

g
ed

 b
y
  th

e “R
eality

 o
f th

e P
ro

d
ig

al”?

2
.

R
em

em
b

er, G
o

d
 d

o
esn

’t w
an

t y
o

u
 in

 th
e p

ig
 p

en
.  W

h
at are y

o
u

 d
o

in
g

 to
 k

eep

o
u

t o
f it?

• R
ig

h
t th

in
k
in

g
 is

 c
ritic

a
l to

 o
u

r re
a

lity
 ...

O
u

r th
in

k
in

g
 m

u
s
t:

a
) B

e
 a

lig
n

e
d

 w
ith

 th
e

 tru
th

.

2
 T

im
o

th
y

 4
:3

 “F
o

r a tim
e is co

m
in

g
 w

h
en

 p
eo

p
le w

ill n
o

 lo
n

g
er listen

 to

rig
h

t teach
in

g
s. T

h
ey

 w
ill fo

llo
w

 th
eir o

w
n

 d
esires an

d
 th

ey
 w

ill lo
o

k
 fo

r

teach
ers th

at w
ill tell th

em
 w

h
at th

ey
 w

an
t to

 h
ear.”

P
ro

v
e
r
b

s 2
3

:7
 “F

o
r as h

e th
in

k
s w

ith
in

 h
im

self, so
 h

e is.”

J
o

h
n

 8
:3

2
 “…

 th
e tru

th
 w

ill set y
o

u
 free.”

O
u

r th
in

k
in

g
 im

p
a

c
ts

 o
u

r re
a

lity
!

b
) H

a
v
e

 h
o

p
e

 fo
r th

e
 fu

tu
re

.

• W
ith

o
u

t h
o

p
e

 th
e

re
 w

ill n
e

v
e

r b
e

 a
n

 a
tte

m
p

t to
 c

h
a

n
g

e
.

3
.

R
e

a
lity

 O
fte

n
 F

o
rc

e
s

 C
h

a
n

g
e
.

L
u

k
e
 1

5
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 “I w

ill g
o

 h
o

m
e to

 m
y

 fath
er an

d
 I w

ill say, ‘F
ath

er I h
av

e
sin

n
ed

 ag
ain

st b
o

th
 h

eav
en

 an
d

 y
o

u
. I am

 n
o

 lo
n

g
er w

o
rth

y
 to

 b
e called

 y
o

u
r

so
n

. P
lease tak

e m
e o

n
 as a h

ired
 m

an
.’”

• T
ru

e
 h

e
a

rt c
h

a
n

g
e

 in
v
o

lv
e

s
 th

re
e

 th
in

g
s
:

1
) A

 p
la

n
 o

f a
c

tio
n

 ... A
n

s
w

e
rs

 th
e

 q
u

e
s
tio

n
: “H

o
w

 a
m

 I g
o

in
g

 to

d
o

 it?

2
) P

ro
p

e
r h

u
m

ility
 ... W

e
 m

u
s
t h

u
m

b
le

 o
u

rs
e

lv
e

s
. T

h
e

re
 n

e
e

d
s
 to

b
e

 a
 b

re
a

k
in

g
 o

f o
u

r s
e

lf-c
e

n
te

re
d

n
e

s
s
.

3
) F

o
llo

w
 th

ro
u

g
h

 ... P
ro

c
ra

s
tin

a
tio

n
 o

r fa
ilu

re
 to

 fo
llo

w
 th

ro
u

g
h

,

e
v
e
n
 w

h
e
n
 o

u
r th

in
k
in

g
 is

 rig
h
t, w

o
n
’t c

h
a
n
g
e
 o

u
r life

 o
r c

irc
u
m

s
ta

n
c
e
s
.

H
o
w

 C
a
n

 I P
u

t
 T

h
is

 In
t
o

 P
r
a
c
t
ic

e
?

It is so
 easy

 fo
r u

s to
 say

 ... I w
an

t to
 b

e lik
e Jesu

s …
 I w

an
t a g

reat m
arriag

e

…
 I w

an
t to

 b
e a g

o
o

d
 stu

d
en

t ... I w
an

t to
 h

an
d

le m
o

n
ey

 b
etter ... I w

an
t to

liv
e life w

ith
 p

u
rp

o
se. “H

e
llo

! It is re
a

lity
 c

h
e
c
k

 tim
e
!!”

S
T

O
P

!!  G
o

d
 d

o
esn

’t w
an

t u
s to

 en
d

 u
p

 in
 th

e p
ig

 p
en

. B
u

t H
e lo

v
es u

s to
o

m
u

ch
 to

 k
eep

 u
s o

u
t if w

e are o
n

 th
e ru

n
 to

 a “d
istan

t co
u

n
try

” aw
ay

 fro
m

 th
e

fath
er’s h

eart -- lik
e th

e p
ro

d
ig

al.

B
e
 o

p
e
n

 —
 B

e
 h

o
n

e
st to

 w
h

at G
o

d
 m

ay
 b

e say
in

g
 to

 y
o

u
. T

h
ere is h

o
p

e
 fo

r

y
o

u
r fu

tu
re. H

u
m

b
le y

o
u

rself b
efo

re G
o

d
 an

d
 m

an
 an

d
 m

ak
e a p

lan
 rig

h
t n

o
w

to
 co

m
e b

ack
 to

 th
e F

ath
er o

n
 a d

ead
 ru

n
 —

 H
e is w

aitin
g

 w
ith

 o
p

en
 arm

s!!


