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W
elco

m
e to

 N
ew

 L
ife !

W
e are very pleased you are here.  W

e sincerely hope you w
ill

be especially aw
are of G

od's presence as w
e w

orship.  If this is

your first tim
e to w

orship w
ith us, here is w

hat you can expect:

W
o
rsh

ip
 in

 S
in

gin
g &

 G
ivin

g

• W
e leave how

 to w
orship up to you as an individual.

   D
uring sin

g
in

g
 w

orship, you are free to connect w
ith

   G
od in w

hatever biblical w
ay that expresses your

   heart's adoration. S
om

e m
ay rem

ain seated,

   others stand, kneel, clap or lift their hands.

• If you w
ould like to receive personal p

rayer during

    w
orship w

ith singing, you m
ay go to one of the

   P
rayer Team

s located at the back of the sanctuary.

• Invitation is given for tith
es an

d
 o

fferin
g

s. If you are

   our guest, please do not feel obligated to contribute

   w
hen G

od's tithes and offerings are received.

W
o
rsh

ip
 in

 S
h

arin
g G

o
d

’s L
o
ve

E
xpressions of greeting and G

od's love are

extended to all, especially to our guests.

W
o
rsh

ip
 in

 M
ed

itatin
g

o
n

 G
o

d
's W

o
rd

Teaching from
 the B

ible for about 35 m
inutes.

W
e encourage you to use our staffed

 N
u

rsery [w
hich has a private

nursing room
] and C

h
ild

ren
's C

h
u

rch
es during the service.

P
lease ask an usher for assistance in locating the various room

s.
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u
k
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c
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1
Jesu

s co
n

tin
u

ed
: “T

h
ere w

as a m
an

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 tw

o
 so

n
s. 1

2
T

h
e

y
o

u
n

g
er o

n
e said

 to
 h

is fath
er, ‘F

ath
er, g

iv
e m

e m
y

 sh
are o

f th
e estate.’ S

o
 h

e

d
iv

id
ed

 h
is p

ro
p

erty
 b

etw
een

 th
em

.  1
3

"N
o

t lo
n

g
 after th

at, th
e y

o
u

n
g

er so
n

 g
o

t

to
g

eth
er all h

e h
ad

, set o
ff fo

r a d
istan

t co
u

n
try

 an
d

 th
ere sq

u
an

d
ered

 h
is w

ealth
 in

w
ild

 liv
in

g
. 1

4
A

fter h
e h

ad
 sp

en
t ev

ery
th

in
g

, th
ere w

as a sev
ere fam

in
e in

 th
at

w
h

o
le co

u
n

try, an
d

 h
e b

eg
an

 to
 b

e in
 n

eed
. 1

5
S

o
 h

e w
en

t an
d

 h
ired

 h
im

self o
u

t to

a citizen
 o

f th
at co

u
n

try, w
h

o
 sen

t h
im

 to
 h

is field
s to

 feed
 p

ig
s. 1

6
H

e lo
n

g
ed

 to

fill h
is sto

m
ach

 w
ith

 th
e p

o
d

s th
at th

e p
ig

s w
ere eatin

g
, b

u
t n

o
 o

n
e g

av
e h

im

an
y
th

in
g
.

•
P

a
in

 c
o

m
e

s
 in

 d
iffe

re
n

t p
a

c
k
a

g
e

s
 -- lo

n
e

lin
e

s
s
, h

o
p

e
le

s
s
n

e
s
s
, lo

s
s
.

•
L

o
v
e

 is
 re

a
lly

 a
b

o
u

t p
a

in
.  T

h
a

t is
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 tru

e
 if y

o
u

 h
a

v
e

 a
 p

ro
d

ig
a

l

in
 y

o
u

r life
.

•
T

h
e

 w
o

rd
 “p

ro
d

ig
a

l” re
fe

rs
 to

 w
a

s
te

fu
l, e

x
tra

v
a

g
a

n
t s

p
e

n
d

in
g

, w
h

ic
h

m
a

y
 a

p
p

ly
 to

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 m
o

n
e

y.

H
o
w

 d
o
 w

e
 d

e
a
l w

ith
 th

e
 trib

u
la

tio
n

o
f lo

v
in

g
 a

 p
ro

d
ig

a
l?
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IF
 Y
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U

 L
O
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R
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R
E

 E
N

R
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W
h

e
n

 w
e

 lo
v

e
 a

 p
ro

d
ig

a
l ...

• 1
s
t, w

e
 o

fte
n

 fe
e

l u
n

w
a

n
te

d
 a

n
d

 re
je

c
te

d
.

- W
h

e
n

 o
u

r c
h

ild
 re

je
c
ts

 o
u

r G
o

d
, w

e
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly

 ta
k
e

 it in
te

n
s
e

ly

p
e

rs
o

n
a

l, a
n

d
 th

in
k
 th

e
y
’re

 re
je

c
tin

g
 u

s
.

• 2
n

d
, w

e
 fe

e
l p

o
w

e
rle

s
s
 a

n
d

 fe
a

rfu
l.

• 3
rd

, w
e

 fe
e

l re
s
p

o
n

s
ib

ility
 a

n
d

 g
u

ilty.
L

u
k

e
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4
 “T

h
is so

n
 o

f m
in

e is d
ead

.”

- W
h

e
n

 y
o

u
’v

e
 g

o
t a

 p
ro

d
ig

a
l, y

o
u

’v
e

 g
o

t a
 v

iv
id

 im
a

g
in

a
tio

n
.
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b
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a
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0
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Q
U

IC
K

 R
E

V
IE

W
: W

h
ich

 p
o

in
t o

r scrip
tu

re p
assag

e m
o

st ch
allen

g
ed

, co
n

fu
sed

,

o
r cau

g
h

t y
o

u
r atten

tio
n

 in
 th

is w
eek

’s m
essag

e?  W
h

y
?

[In
 N

ew
 T

estam
en

t tim
es, th

e G
reek

s h
ad

 a cru
el m

eth
o

d
 o

f ex
ecu

tio
n

.  T
h

ey
 w

o
u

ld

p
lace a larg

e ro
ck

 o
n

 th
e ch

est o
f th

e co
n

d
em

n
ed

 p
erso

n
 an

d
 w

alk
 aw

ay.  T
h

e ro
ck

w
o

u
ld

 g
rad

u
ally

 cru
sh

 th
e life o

u
t o

f th
at p

erso
n

.  It w
as called

 d
eath

 b
y

 trib
u

latio
n
.]

• W
h

e
n

 y
o

u
’v

e
 g

o
t a

 p
ro

d
ig

a
l, th

e
re

 a
re

 tim
e

s
 w

h
e

n
 y

o
u

 w
a

k
e

 u
p

 in
 th

e

m
o

rn
in

g
, a

n
d

 a
ll y

o
u

 c
a

n
 fe

e
l is

 th
a

t ro
c
k
’s

 n
e

v
e

r-e
n

d
in

g
 p

re
s
s
u

re
.

2
.

W
H

A
T

 C
A

N
 W

E
 D

O
?

• T
h

in
k
 a

b
o

u
t w

h
a

t a
 p

ro
d

ig
a

l re
a

lly
 is

.

• G
e

t o
u

t o
f fa

ls
e

 g
u

ilt.

-
 

W
e

 m
u

s
t n

o
t c

la
im

 re
s
p

o
n

s
ib

ility
 fo

r th
e

 c
h

o
ic

e
s
 o

u
r c

h
ild

re
n

,

s
ib

lin
g

s
, p

a
re

n
ts

, o
r frie

n
d

s
 a

lo
n

e
 c

a
n

 m
a

k
e

. F
o

r e
x
a

m
p

le
: A

d
a

m

a
n

d
 E

v
e

.

-
 

S
o

m
e

 o
f y

o
u

 h
a

v
e

 s
e

v
e

re
ly

 h
a

n
d

ic
a

p
p

e
d

 y
o

u
rs

e
lf b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 y
o

u

h
a

v
e

 d
e

c
id

e
d

 th
a

t it’s
 y

o
u

r e
n

tire
 fa

u
lt.  W

e
 n

e
e

d
 to

 a
s
k
 G

o
d

 to

h
e

lp
 u

s
 w

ith
 th

a
t.

• R
e

fu
s
e

 to
 g

iv
e

 u
p

 h
o

p
e

.

-
 

T
h

is
 fa

th
e

r in
 th

e
 s

to
ry

 k
e

p
t lo

o
k
in

g
 fo

r h
is

 s
o

n
 to

 re
tu

rn
.

-
 

G
o

d
 is

 b
ig

 e
n

o
u

g
h

 a
n

d
 H

e
 is

 a
b

le
.

• C
e

le
b

ra
te

 s
m

a
ll v

ic
to

rie
s
.

-
 

It’s
 n

o
t re

a
lis

tic
 to

 e
x
p

e
c
t to

ta
l c

h
a

n
g

e
 w

ith
in

 a
 m

o
n

th
.

• P
ra

y
 fo

r g
ra

c
e

 e
n

c
o

u
n

te
rs

.

-
 
H

o
w

 w
o

u
ld

 th
is

 s
to

ry
 h

a
v
e

 tu
rn

e
d

 o
u

t if th
e

 re
tu

rn
in

g
 p

ro
d

ig
a

l s
o

n

h
a

d
 b

u
m

p
e

d
 in

to
 h

is
 o

ld
e

r b
ro

th
e

r b
e

fo
re

 h
e

 m
e

t d
a

d
?

  …
 v

e
ry

d
iffe

re
n
tly

?

H
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•
 P

ic
tu

re
 th

e p
ro

d
ig

al(s) in
 y

o
u

r life, an
d

 th
en

 w
ith

 th
em

 in
 m

in
d

, g
o

 b
ack

 an
d

reflect o
n

 th
e “

W
h

a
t C

a
n

 W
e
 D

o
?

”
 p

o
rtio

n
 o

f th
e serm

o
n

 in
 y

o
u

r n
o

tes,  A
sk

G
o

d
 to

 rev
eal w

h
at y

o
u

 m
u

st fo
cu

s o
n

 in
 reach

in
g

 an
d

 to
u

ch
in

g
 y

o
u

r p
ro

d
ig

al.
.•
 It is v

ery
 im

p
o

rtan
t to

 k
n

o
w

 th
at G

o
d

 th
e F

ath
er w

an
ts th

em
 to

 retu
rn

 m
o

re

th
an

 y
o

u
 d

o
. T

h
is is im

p
o

rtan
t so

 th
at y

o
u

 d
o

n
’t try

 to
 d

o
 th

e w
o

rk
 y

o
u

rself.

•
 R

e
m

e
m

b
e
r th

at G
o

d
 th

e F
ath

er is lo
o

k
in

g
 o

u
t, scan

n
in

g
 th

e h
o

rizo
n

, lo
n

g
in

g

fo
r th

e p
ro

d
ig

als to
 co

m
e h

o
m

e.

•
 C

o
n

te
m

p
la

te
 th

e d
ark

n
ess y

o
u

r p
ro

d
ig

als are in
, b

u
t also

 rem
em

b
er th

at

w
h

en
 th

e d
ark

n
ess is d

ark
est, Jesu

s is th
e lig

h
t o

f th
e w

o
rld

. W
e’re p

ray
in

g

to
g

eth
er to

d
ay

 th
at H

is lig
h

t w
ill sh

in
e in

to
 th

e d
ark

n
ess w

h
ere th

ey
 are.

T
a

k
e

 tim
e

 to
 re

a
d

 th
e

 s
to

ry
 o

f th
e

 lo
s

t s
o

n
s

 in
 L

u
k

e
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1
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1
. U

s
e

 th
is

a
s

 th
e

 te
x

t fo
r to

d
a

y
’s

 q
u

e
s

tio
n

s
.
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W
h

at is th
e g

reatest d
isap

p
o

in
tm

en
t y

o
u

 h
av

e ev
er ex

p
erien

ced
 after lo

sin
g

so
m

eth
in

g
?

2
.

H
o

w
 d

o
 y

o
u

 th
in

k
 th

e fath
er in

 th
e p

arab
le h

an
d

led
 th

e p
ain

 o
f a p

ro
d

ig
al?

H
o
w

 d
o
 y

o
u
 d

eal w
ith

 th
e p

ain
 o

f a p
ro

d
ig

al in
 y

o
u
r life [ch

ild
, sp

o
u
se, frien

d
?]
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T
T
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H

E
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O
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1
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H
a
s y

o
u

r re
la

tio
n

sh
ip

 w
ith

 y
o

u
r e

a
rth

ly
 fa

th
e
r h

e
lp

e
d

 o
r h

in
d

e
re

d
 y

o
u

r

u
n

d
erstan

d
in

g
 o

f G
o

d
 as y

o
u

r h
eav

en
ly

 F
ath

er? In
 w

h
at w

ay
s?

2
.

W
h

at is th
e lesso

n
 fo

r y
o

u
 in

 th
is p

arab
le ab

o
u

t th
e fath

er’s p
ain

? W
h

y
?

a)
Y

o
u

’v
e g

o
t to

 let y
o

u
r ch

ild
ren

 g
o

, ev
en

 th
o

u
g

h
 y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 th
ey

 w
ill

p
ro

b
ab

ly
 b

lo
w

 it.

b
)

G
o

d
’s lo

v
e h

as n
o

 strin
g

s attach
ed

.

c)
W

aitin
g

 fo
r y

o
u

r ch
ild

ren
 to

 co
m

e b
ack

 is p
ain

fu
l

d
)

L
o

v
e o

v
erco

m
es m

istak
es.

3
.

E
v

en
 if y

o
u

 are w
alk

in
g

 w
ith

 C
h

rist, d
o

 y
o

u
 th

in
k

 G
o

d
 ex

p
erien

ces an
y

“
p

ro
d

ig
a
l p

a
in

”
 w

h
e
n

 w
e
 sin

 a
g

a
in

st H
im

 o
r a

g
a
in

st a
n

o
th

e
r o

n
e
 o

f H
is

ch
ild

ren
?  H

av
e y

o
u

 ev
er p

erso
n

ally
 ex

p
erien

ced
 b

ein
g

 a p
ro

d
ig

al? W
h

at

effect d
id

 it h
av

e o
n

 y
o

u
 an

d
 th

o
se aro

u
n

d
 y

o
u

?

4
.

T
ak

e tim
e to

 d
iscu

ss th
e fiv

e d
ifferen

t p
o

in
ts fo

u
n

d
 in

 th
e serm

o
n

 n
o

tes u
n

d
er

“W
h

at C
an

 W
e D

o
?”  W

h
ich

 o
n

e im
p

acts y
o

u
 th

e m
o

st?

A
 L

O
O

K
 IN

S
ID

E

1
.

H
o

w
 h

as to
d

ay
’s lesso

n
 o

n
 th

e fath
er’s p

ain
 im

p
acted

 th
e w

ay
 y

o
u

 v
iew

 G
o

d

y
o

u
r h

eav
en

ly
 F

ath
er?

2
.

D
escrib

e so
m

e o
f th

e feelin
g
s y

o
u
 m

ay
 h

av
e ex

p
erien

ced
 in

 lo
v
in

g
 th

e p
ro

d
ig

al

in
 y

o
u

r life.


